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 13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the inheritance with me." 14But he said to him,  "Man, who made me a 
judge or arbitrator over you?" 15And he said to them, "Take care, and be 
on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions." 16And he told them a parable, saying,  
"The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself,  
'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will 
do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you 
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 
20But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 21So is the one who 
lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."

An old politician had been diagnosed with a terminal illness - and he was 
determined to prove wrong the saying,  “You can’t take it with you.”  

He gave it a lot of thought.  Finally, he came up with an idea in which he 
could take at least some of his money with him when he died.  He 
instructed his wife to go to the bank and withdraw enough money to fill 
two pillow cases.  He then directed her to put the money inside the 
pillow cases, take them up to the attic, and place them on the floor 
directly above his bed.  Now, this was his plan.  When he passed away, on 
his way up to heaven, he would of course pass through the attic, and, 
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when he did so, he was going to reach out with either hand 
and quickly grab the two pillow cases full of cash. 

Well, months later, the old senator died.  Several weeks after 
the funeral, his widow was up in the attic again, this time to 
box up his stuff.  In the middle of doing that, she came across 
the two pillow cases still filled with cash, still sitting right 
where she had left them. “Oh, that darned fool,” she said. “I 
knew he should have had me put this money down in the 
basement.” 

What a fool! In his greed, he really thought he could take it 
with him.  The parable before us this morning would appear to 

be the same kind of story, a story of wealth and greed, the story of a man 
who dies a fool, unable to take his wealth with him. 

There are just a few problems with interpreting the parable in that way. 
Jesus told the parable to a man who may have had little or no wealth at 
all. 

The man (we’ll call him the Lawsuit Man) had come to ask Jesus to judge 
a case, to serve as an arbitrator.  It was common at that time for rabbis to 
be called upon to judge cases.  The case he wanted Jesus to judge was a 
lawsuit in which he was seeking to obtain a portion of the family 
inheritance from his brother.   You can just bet the inheritance was not 
cash stuffed into pillow cases.  In the typical Middle Eastern village, 
inheritance comes in the form of land - and the land’s value is in farming. 
(Thus, even the parable Jesus tells him is about a farmer and his farm.)  
The Lawsuit Man wanted his portion of the Land, so that he could farm it 
and make a living.  He wasn’t looking to get rich.  He wanted to make a 
living. 

So the man in the parable is not looking to get richer.  His field produces 
a bumper crop.  But he had obviously not planned or schemed to get it. 
He was so unprepared for it that he has to consider building bigger barns 
in which to store the huge crop.   And why is it wrong for him to build 
bigger barns?  Should he just let the surplus rot in the fields?  And what is 
wrong with him planning to relax and enjoy the fruits of his labors?  
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What’s wrong with him eating, drinking and being merry?  Think 
of what you and I plan when we receive a tax refund, a 
bonus, or a pay raise.  Consider what goes through our 
minds when we’re planning for retirement.  Don’t we plan to 
relax and enjoy the fruits of our labors?

This man’s problem in this parable is not that he has wealth -- 
and his problem is not greed. 

Still, like the old politician, the man in this parable is a fool and 
dies a fool.  God calls this industrious, hard-working man a fool.   
Why? 

Because he has less control over his life than he thinks.  Because he has 
less control over his possessions than he thinks.  He does not consider 
how fleeting life and wealth can be.  So, he looks to his surplus to be the 
source of his security and happiness, instead of looking to God for his 
security and happiness.  

That’s what Jesus was saying to the Lawsuit Man.  I can give you security 
and happiness.  I can give you peace and eternal life, and you want Me to 
get land for you.  That’s foolish. 

We also look to possessions, to what we have, to give us happiness.  And 
we look to our surplus to give us a sense of security.  Or we look to our 
certificates or diplomas.  In other words, we look to our money or our 
ability to make money to give us a sense of security.  We fail to consider 
how fleeting wealth and health can be.  We fail to look to God for our 
happiness and sense of security. 

So, we know the man in this parable. We know him, personally.  We can 
just picture him sitting back, letting out a deep sigh, saying, “Self, you’re 
finally in circumstances where you don’t have to worry. Relax. Eat. Drink. 
Be happy”.  
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And we can picture him that same night, his deep, pleasurable 
sigh becoming a last, final gasp for breath - as he dies a fool.  
We can picture him, because, at times, we are as foolish as 
he is.

As foolish as Jesus going to the same fate. For there is 
nothing more foolish than the foolishness of Jesus’ death.  
There is nothing more foolish than that the One who 
perfectly sought His security and happiness in God would die, 
suffering the same fate as the fool in this parable.  But, on the 
way to His death, Jesus met another fool who had not been 
looking to God for his happiness or sense of security.  

Instead, Zacchaeus sought his security in the surplus of taxes 
that he farmed and put into his own pocket. Zacchaeus had been looking 
in the wrong places for his happiness and security, but Jesus brought to 
him happiness and security, peace and eternal life, by coming to Zacchaeus 
and forgiving his sins. Now you talk about a deep sigh of relief. 

Jesus sought out Zaccheus with whom to relax and eat and drink and be 
merry.  “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down from that tree, for I must stay 
at your house today”.  

So, Zacchaeus hurried and came down and received Jesus joyfully.  That’s 
exactly what it says in Luke 19:6. He hurried and came down and received 
Jesus joyfully.  Now, Zacchaeus’ joy, his happiness was rooted in Jesus, and 
no longer in the surplus he had in the bank.  His sense of security was 
now rooted in Jesus. Joy and security that would stay with him in life and 
in death, through richer or poorer.  That’s how Zacchaeus was able to 
begin returning the money that he had gained dishonestly. 

Jesus seeks other fools on the way.  He seeks you and me, in order to 
bring to us security and happiness, peace and eternal life through the 
forgiveness of sins that He farmed and reaped for us from the cross.  
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He seeks you and me to relax and eat and drink today at His 
Supper.  For, here at this Table, for our foolish thoughts and 
acts, there is the Body and the Blood of His foolish death 
offered to us for our forgiveness.   Offered to make us 
merry, to renew our joy in His salvation, to make Jesus the 
cause of our happiness and security, to cause us to breathe a 
deep sigh of godly joy whether in richer or poorer, a deep 
sigh of Jesus joy in life and in our final breath.

Amen
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